Art, Museums, and Archaeology Interest group workshop report

Tuesday June 3rd, 5:45 PM to 7:00 PM in room 309
ASMS 2025, Baltimore Convention Center.

Organizers: Alba Alvarez Martin, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, The Netherlands and Paul A. Haynes,
Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia.

This was the first time this workshop was held as an interest group workshop, rather than an
independent workshop as has been run for the last two years. A sizeable crowd of an estimated 130
people were in attendance, which made for a reasonably full room. The event was promoted on both
Twitter and blue sky every day for a week in advance of the conference, which helped raise awareness
once they appeared on the social media feed in the ASMS App and planner.

The workshop began with an introduction to the context of conservation science by the Chair and
welcomes, including an acknowledgement of the importance of indigenous traditions and recognition in
studies involving cultural heritage materials.

Five speakers selected from submitted abstracts delivered three-minute lightning talks, three of whom
were graduate students.

1. Samantha Kirgesener, Ohio State University, collagens in archaeological materials

2. Jessie Deng, Smithsonian Institution, coated blade spray for museum fluid preserved biological
samples

3. Tori Lugiano, St Josephs University Philadelphia, species identification in carved artefacts

4. Tim Cleland, Smithsonian Institution, bone protein extraction

5. Alba Alvarez Martin, Rijksmuseum Amsterdam, volatiles and Rembrandt’s Nightwatch

The lightning talks were excellent in terms of both quality and presentation, and there were engaging
guestion-and-answer sessions after several of them.

Next a three-person expert discussion panel was convened. This included one person each from an art
gallery, a museum, and a university.

1. Daniel Vallejo, National Gallery USA
2. Aleks Popowich, Philadelphia museum
3. Caroline Tokarski, University of Bordeaux

Panel members introduced themselves, their background, and their research interests. The panel and
workshop organizers answered questions from the audience and the chairs which covered a range of
topics. This started with a series of guiding questions as shown below, but wandered into various
territory in response to questions from the audience



Guiding Questions for the Roundtable panellists included: Any really cool new methods or trends
in the last 12 months? (Especially things to see at the current meeting); How to initiate academia-
museum collaborations; What they are working on at the moment, and what they are there presenting
at the meeting; Hoto navigate the Transition from Academia to a museum; Any great Funding
opportunities, particularly fellowships

We closed the formal workshop at 7:05 PM due to the time constraints involved, finishing off
with a reminder to researchers working in this area encouraging them to continue attending the ASMS
meeting — and the interest group workshop —and also let their colleagues know about it and how much
they benefited from the experience. We also encouraged them to edit their ASMS profile and add their
name to the interest group.

Quite a few people stayed and the discussion with the presenters and audience members
continued well after the conclusion of the session. Several of the presenters and audience members also
went off to get dinner together, allowing the discussions to continue. This highlights how successful the
workshop was at stimulating interest and bringing together people with common research interests.
We should highlight that the presenters were chosen in accordance with diversity, equity and inclusion
principles - including the chairs, there were three male and six female presenters, and the group included
graduate students and early career researchers.

One thing we picked up from attending other workshops is that we should find a way in the future
to use some sort of interactive technology to allow audience members to ask questions online, which
seems to be a lot more comfortable for many people. We could simply use something like Kahoots, or
maybe something more sophisticated. Another feedback we received is that the poster session
associated with Art, Museums, and Archaeology took place on the same day as the workshop. While this
timing can benefit the workshop attendance, since presenters promote the workshop during the poster
session, it limits the opportunity for further discussion at posters afterward.

View of the crowd in attendance at the workshop, with Alba making introductions.



