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G. Asher Newsome

for the ASMS History Committee

Fundamental & Theoretical Aspects of Mass Spectrometry Fundamentals

New Instruments & Techniques Instrumentation & Ion Physics
Study of Solids Solids & Surface Analysis Surface Science
High Molecular Weight Mass Spectrometry
Computer & Data Processing Computer Applications
High Resolution Studies
Aids to Education Education Education Committee
Biological Applications Biomedical Applications Biological Macromolecules
Eval. of Crit. Data for Health Sci. Environmental Applications
Forensic Applications Forensics Forensics & Homeland Security
Isotope Ratio Measurements Isotopic Applications Isotopic/Elemental Applications
As P art of the ASTM Committee E-14 (th e Quantitative Organic Analysis Quantitation
. Qualitative Organic Techniques
precursor to ASMS), sub-committees collected High Temperature & Inorganic Solids
topical bibliographies to be published in the Nomenclature ,
, Good Laboratory Practices
annual meeting program. In 1962, four sub- History History Committee
committees noted 571 published and unpublished Young Mass Spectrometrists
. : : : : Physical Organic
works. Since their formation, the major function Pharmacology Pharmaceuticals
of interest groups has been to organize topical evening workshops during Academic Laboratory Managers  Analytical Laboratory Managers
the annual ASMS meeting. While ASMS has always hosted “independent” gﬁﬁgﬁ;ﬂggﬁgon
workshops organized ad hoc, interest groups constitute a regular presence LC/MS Related Topics
Energy & Petrochemicals Hydrocarbon & Chemical Processes Energy, Petroleum & Biofuels

in the Society, with meeting space reserved for them each year. Metal Ton Coordination Chemistry

Polymeric Materials

1962 1964 1966 1968 1970 1972 1974 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 ...

FTMS
ASTM Sub-committees organized into “ASMS Committees” Automated MS
Ion Trap MS
most ASMS Committees re-named “Interest Groups” TOF MS
Flavor, Fragrance, & Foodstuff
. : . . . . : . Clinical Chemistry
The formation of a new interest group 1s something of a lagging indicator of a developing field. Novel techniques Metabolomics
and applications need to build an audience at the annual ASMS meeting and 1n the literature before they can draw Drug Metabolism & Pharmacokinetics
: : : Ion Mobility MS

a room full of workshop attendees at the end of an already-tfull day of scientific program. Often a workshop is H/D Exchange, Covalent Labeling, & Cross Linking
organized for several meetings before it 1s recognized as an interest group. Peptide Fragmentation

Imaging MS
The appearance and disappearance of interest groups shows how attendance at ASMS has changed over time. Many group names have Regulated Bioanalysis

1 h d f] dated f N h d 1 “1 « Aol : » 4 “R 1 Analvsis’ Bioinformatics for MS

also changed to reflect updated focus. Some groups have merged to stay relevant (“Isotopic Applications emental Analysis”) or DNA/RNA Oligonucleotides & Nucleic Acids
split into multiple topics (“Education” — the ASMS Education Committee, “Young Mass Spectrometrists”). Some areas of interest Protein Therapeutics Biotherapeutics

Quantitative Intact Proteomics
Undergraduate Research
Data Independent Acquisition

become so ubiquitous, e.g. “Computer Applications”, that they cease to make sense as stand-alone topics.

Two interest groups have been converted back into ASMS committees that meet throughout the year: “Education” in 1987 and Lipids & Lipidomics
“History” in 2017. Some regular interest groups have begun to organize activities outside ASMS meetings through social networks. Photgonizaﬁ?n s
XpoSomics

Sometimes active groups miss a year, or even many years. Groups can also dissolve and later convene around the same topic; the Top'g;f::rlggiee‘l’;;ﬁfem

“Forensics” group re-formed after an 18-year gap. Every group active in 2022 returned in 2023, joined by a new group “Mass Spectral Ambient Sampling & Ionization

Libraries” and the return from hiatus of “Oligonucleotides & Nucleic Acids”. Developing World Research &NEsuca&OS“
alive



