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OVERVIEW
The 30th Annual Conference of the 

American Society for Mass Spectrometry 

was held June 6 - 11, 1982 at the Hilton 

Village in Honolulu, Hawaii. More than 800 

participants made nearly 500 scientific 

presentations. Twenty ASMS and ASTM 

workshops were held on topics that 

included biomedical applications, fast atom 

bombardment, intercomputer 

communications, laser mass spectrometry 

of inorganic ions, nomenclature, orphaned 

instruments, quantitative mixture analysis, 

resolution in MS/MS, thermospray, and 

triple quadrupole instruments.* 

Ernie Bonelli from Hewlett Packard (Now 

Agilent Technologies) was the VP for 

arrangements [1976-1978] who developed 

the conference site. Judith Sjoberg Watson 

(ASMS office, Lansing, MI) was then in her 

second year as business manager for 

ASMS. The conference was planned with 

the objective of encouraging participation 

from Pacific Rim countries. It was 

sponsored in cooperation with The 

Australian/New Zealand Society for Mass 

Spectrometry, The Japanese Society for 

Medical Mass Spectrometry, and The Mass 

Spectroscopy Society of Japan. A special 

assistant, Yoko Ohashi, worked in 

Baltimore with the VP for Programs 

Catherine Fenselau to bring the conference 

to the attention of both Japanese mass 

spectrometry societies and of individual 

Japanese colleagues. She also provided 

informal translation during the conference. 

Attendance and scientific presentations 

from Japan, Australia and New Zealand 

were noticeably increased relative to their 

numbers at mainland conferences. The 

registration list is available in the 1982 

Conference Proceedings.*

The scientific program was planned with 

morning and evening sessions to let 

attendees have flexible time in the 

afternoons. Thanks to having the meeting 

at a resort hotel, there were lots of 

recreational activities available: glass 

bottom boat tours to view the aquatic life of 

the harbor, very meaningful trips to the 

U.S.S. Arizona, and Outrigger Canoe 

Surfing expeditions (it’s a lot more work 

than it looks!). Judith also organized an 

affordably priced inter-island 5-day tour of 

Maui and Kauai after the conference.
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The time spent in extracurricular activities was 

not limited to the enjoyment of paradise; it also 

provided great opportunities and venues to talk 

about the new technologies in mass 

spectrometry being introduced at this time. This 

meeting was very productive scientifically! 

Questions frequently heard in debate included 

“What do you think will become of GC/MS now

that mixtures can now be separated on the fly 

by tandem mass spectrometry?” and “Has the 

use of mass spectrometry in the field of

biochemistry changed with the development of

FAB?”

Conferees returned to their homes with many

anecdotes. You’ll find two imbedded in this

poster, but there are many more stories like this

tucked away in the memories of the 1982

conference attendees. Seek out your

colleagues here at this conference who might

have attended the Aloha meeting and ask them

to share their stories!

DO YOU HAVE PICTURES YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

HAVE  USED IN UPDATING THIS POSTER IN 

THE FUTURE?  EMAIL THEM TO THE HISTORY 

COMMITTEE C/O JANE.PJGALE@GMAIL.COM

*ASMS members 

may view the 

Abstracts and 

Workshop reports 

in the Conference 

Proceedings on the 

ASMS website
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I had the good fortune to win 

one of the two student travel 

fellowships to attend the 

Honolulu meeting in my last 

summer as a graduate 

student. I was interviewing at 

the conference for a job. In the 

evenings I frequented a local 

bar/restaurant that had live 

music. I asked if I could sit in 

and play piano with the 

band. The band liked my 

performance and offered me a 

job "going from island to island 

to play in bars.”  

From a graduate student 

perspective, that sounded 

good. However, I was running 

out of money, so I decided to 

stick with my original plan and 

went to work for Nicolet.—

Chip Cody

This was my last ASMS 

meeting as a graduate 

student and I had a lot of 

research I wanted to 

present. My thesis advisor 

declined to support any 

graduate students to go to 

Honolulu, so I ate ramen 

noodles for a few months 

and went on my own 

dollar. Kelsey Cook’s talk 

on electrohydrodynamic 

ionization and high mass 

multiply charged ions was 

the highlight of the 

meeting for me and 

planted the seed for my 

career-long interest in the 

chemistry of high mass 

multiply charged ions. 

After I got home, my 

advisor recognized the 

value of the conference 

and did reimburse my 

expenses.
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